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Sacred Spaces: The E-Journal of the American Association of Pastoral 
Counselors 

Mission: Sacred Spaces is a journal that endeavors to include a variety of theological and human 
science perspectives as well as quantitative and qualitative research in addressing issues and 
topics relating to pastoral counseling.  It is our hope to encourage students, clinicians, supervisors, 
and teachers to write scholarly and reflective articles on topics relating to pastoral counseling. 

Guidelines for Contributors  

Contributors: Send copy via e-mail to Ryan LaMothe [rlamothe@saintmeinrad.edu]. 

1. Submission signifies that the manuscript has not been published previously and is 
not currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. A statement 
transferring copyright from the authors (or their employers, if they hold the 
copyright) to AAPC will be required before the manuscript can be accepted for 
publication. The Editor will supply the necessary forms for this transfer. Such a 
written transfer of copyright, previously implicit in submitting a manuscript, is 
necessary under the U.S. Copyright Law in order for the publisher to carry 
through the dissemination of research results and reviews as widely and 
effectively as possible.  
 

2. Submit the article as an attachment via e-mail to the Editor of Sacred Spaces.  The 
preferred format is Microsoft Word. 
  

3. Double-space with generous margins on all sides.  Manuscripts should not exceed 
30 pages, and all identifying information should be omitted.  Include identifying 
information in your e-mail (e.g., the title of the article, author’s name and title, 
author’s affiliation, mailing address, telephone number, and fax number). The 
affiliation should comprise the department, institution [usually university or 
company], city, and state [or nation]. If the article is accepted for publication the 
author must inform the editor if she or he does not wish to have the above 
information published. 
 

4. The suggested running head should be fewer than 80 characters (including spaces) 
and should comprise the article title or an abbreviated version thereof.   
 

5. An abstract is to be provided, preferably no longer than 150 words.  
 

6. A list of 3-5 key words is to be provided directly below the abstract. Key words 
should express the precise content of the manuscript, as they are used for indexing 
purposes.  
 

7. List references alphabetically at the end of the paper and refer to them in the text 
by name and year in parentheses. References should include (in this order): last 
names and initials of all authors, year published, title of article, name of 
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publication, volume number, and inclusive pages. The style and punctuation of 
the references should conform to strict APA style — illustrated by the following 
examples:  

a) Journal Article 
Tissue, R., & Korz, A. (1998). Making a successful transition: Effects of a 
treatment-based and school-based program on emotionally troubled children and 
their adjustment to new placements. Child Psychiatry and Human Development, 
28, 199-210.  
b) Book 
Barone, D. F., Maddux, J. E., & Snyder, C. R. (1997). Social cognitive 
psychology: History and current domains. New York: Plenum Press.  
c) Contribution to a Book 
Kazdin, A. E. (1984). Integration of psychodynamic and behavioral 
psychotherapies: Conceptual versus empirical syntheses. In H. Arkowitz & S. B. 
Messer (Eds.), Psychoanalytic therapy and behavior therapy: Is integration 
possible? (pp. 139-170). New York: Plenum Press.  

8. Footnotes should be avoided. When their use is absolutely necessary, footnotes 
should be numbered consecutively using Arabic numerals and should be typed at 
the bottom of the page to which they refer. Place a line above the footnote, so that 
it is set off from the text. Use the appropriate superscript numeral for citation in 
the text.  
 

9. In general, the journal follows the recommendations of the Publication Manual of 
the American Psychological Association (Fourth Edition), and it is suggested that 
contributors refer to this publication. 
  

10. Authors submitting book or movie reviews will follow the same procedures with 
the following exceptions: a) the review should not exceed ten pages and b) an 
abstract is not required. 
 

11. After a manuscript has been accepted for publication and after all revisions have 
been incorporated, manuscripts should be submitted to the Editor’s Office by e-
mail (rlamothe@saintmeinrad.edu ).   Confirmation will be provided by the 
Editor.  Prior to publication the author will sign and return copyright forms.  
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